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BARYA  S ER I E S :  

REPRESENTA T I ON  OF  THE  

F I L I P I NO  HEROES  ON  

PH I L I P P I N E  CO I NAGE .

On  the  one  peso  co i n  i s  D r .  Jose  R i za l ,  t he  Ph i l i pp i ne  Nat i ona l  He ro  

and  a  known  i l u s t rado   ( t r ans l a ted  as  en l i gh tened  ones ,  o r  the  e l i t e s  

tha t  were  most l y  educa ted  ab road ,  because  they  were  fo r ced  to  ge t  

ou t  o f  the  count ry  i n  f ea r  o f  be i ng  t a rgeted  by  the  Span i a rds ) .  

Bo rn  i n  Ca l amba ,  Laguna ,  R i za l  wro te  the  No l i  Me  Tangere (Germany  i n  

1887)  and  E l  F i l i bus te r i smo  (Be lg i um  i n  1891 )  Du r i ng  h i s  s tudy  and  

s tay  a t  Spa i n ,  he  became  an  ac t i ve  member  o f  a  newspaper  La  

So l i da r i dad .And  when  he  went  back  to  Man i l a ,  f o rmed  h i s  own  c i v i c  

movement ,  La  L i ga  F i l i p i na .  

On  the  f i ve  peso  co i n  i s  Em i l i o  Agu ina l do ,  f i r s t  Ph i l i pp i ne  P res i dent ,  

f rom Kaw i t ,  Cav i t e .  He  was  the  one  who  l ed  the  Dec l a ra t i on  o f  

Ph i l i pp i ne  I ndependence  i n  Ma lo l o s ,  Bu l acan ,  t he  f i r s t  

r epub l i c  i n  As i a .  



On  the  ten  peso  co i n  i s  Andres  Bon i f ac i o  (Ama  ng  Kat i punan ) ,  f rom 

Tondo ,  Man i l a .  He  founded  KKK  (Kataas taasang  Kaga l angga l angang  

Kat i punan  ng  mga  Anak  ng  Bayan )  and  was  known  as  Supremo ,  and  the  

p res i dent  o f  Taga l og  Repub l i c ,  t he  f i r s t  a c t i ve  movement  aga i ns t  

co l on i ze r s  i n  As i a .  He  i s  a lways  dep i c ted  as  a  s t rong-w i l l ed  ho t -headed  

poor  man ,  wear i ng  cam i sa  de  ch i no ,  r ed  s ca r f  and  a  bo l o .  

Next  to  h im  i s  Apo l i na r i o  Mab in i  

(Sub l ime  Pa ra l y t i c ) ,  f rom Ta l aga ,  

Tanauan ,  Ba tangas .  Member  o f  La  

L i ga  F i l i p i na .  

Mab in i  became  the  ch i e f  adv i se r  o f  

Agu ina l do ,  and  was  known  fo r  be i ng  

a  d i p l omat  and  wr i t e r .  He  had  a  f a l l -  

ou t  w i th  Agu ina l do  a t  a  l a te r  end  o f  

the  p res i dent ' s  t e rm  o f  o f f i ce .  



Emi l i o  Jac i n to  (U tak  ng  Kat i punan ) ,  f rom Trozo ,  Man i l a .  Jo i ned  the  

ka t i punan  i n  1894  a t  age  19 ,  and  was  sa i d  to  be  the  bes t f r i end  and  

adv i se r  o f  Andres  Bon i f ac i o  desp i t e  the  12-yea r  age  gap .  He  wrote  

Ka r t i l y a  ng  Kat i punan ,  (Code  o f  Kat i punan ) ,  and  founded  the  newspaper  

Ka l ayaan  o r  the  Kat i punan  newspaper .    

Andres  Bon i f ac i o  s topped  h i s  educa t i on  a t  age  14 ,  bu t  was  w ide- read  and  

f l uent  i n  Span i sh .  He  worked  a t  va r i ous  j obs ,  i n c l ud i ng  a  co r reg ido r  a t  

B r i t i sh  f i rm  F l em ing  and  Co . ,  and  bodeguero  a t  a  German  f i rm  F resse l  and  

Co .  He  a l so  took  pa r t  i n  thea t re ,  w i th  h i s  f avo r i t e  p l ay  be i ng  Berna rdo  

Ca rp i o .  Books  he  read  i n c l udes  F rench  Revo l u t i on ,  Les  M i se rab l es ,

Contempora ry  Ph i l i pp i ne  Pena l  Code ,  Eugene  Sues  Le  Ju i f  e r ran t ,  No l i  and  

E l  F i l i ,  L i f e  and  Works  o f  Un i t ed  S ta tes  P res i dents ,  B i b l e  and  o the rs .

BRA I N S  AND  BRAWNS



Bon i f ac i o  was  fo r ced  to  work  a t  an  ea r l y  age  due  to  h i s  pa rent ' s  dea ths  

o f  t ube rcu l os i s ,  l e av i ng  h im  to  t ake  ca re  o f  f i ve  o f  h i s  s i b l i ngs  ( the  

fema les  be i ng  Esper i d i ona  and  Max ima) .  

The  s i b l i ngs  s ta r ted  o f f  by  se l l i ng  canes  and  f ans ,  be i ng  t a l en ted ,  t he i r  

goods  were  most l y  so l d  to  the  mest i zos  (Span i sh -F I l i p i no  e l i t e s )  and  he  

a l so  made  bus i ness  pos te r s .  Th i s  was  un t i l  t hey  were  o l d  enough  to  be  

emp loyed  a t  bus i ness  and  gove rnment  o f f i ces .  C i r i a co ,  P rocop io ,  and  

Esp i r i d i ona  were  a l l  members  o f  KKK .  Max ima  d i ed  a t  a  young  age  and  

T road io  i s  t oo  young  to  be  rec ru i t ed .

THE  BON I FAC I O  BROTHERS

L e f t  t o  r i g h t :  And r e s  ( a k a  And o y ) ,  C i r i a c o ,  

P r o c o p i o ,  a n d  T r o a d i o



Gregor i o  de l  P i l a r ,  (Boy  Genera l )  aka  Goyo ,  i s  f rom Bu l acan .  He  was  22  y r s  

o l d  when  he  go t  p romoted  to  B r i gad i e r  Genera l  by  Agu ina l do .  He  was  no t ,  

however ,  t he  younges t ,  s i n ce  Manue l  T i n i o  was  g i ven  the  same  t i t l e  a t  age  

20 .  Known  as  a  p l ayboy ,  he  was  a l so  dubbed  as  the  Hero  o f  T i r ad  Pass ,  

where  w i th  on l y  200  men ,  he  was  ab l e  to  f end  o f f  a  who l e  i n fan t ry  

r eg iment  o f  1000  so l d i e r s  fo r  f i ve  days  s t ra i gh t ,  un t i l  a  t r a i t o r  l ed  the  

Amer i can  t roops  to  a  h i dden  pa th  where  they  cou ld  a t tack  and  co rne r  de l  

P i l a r .  

Agu i na l do ,  aka  M i yong ,  was  f rom fam i l y  o f  Ch i nese  Mest i zo .  A t  25  y r s .  o l d  

he  was  e l ec ted  as  gobernadorc i l l o  cap i t an  mun i c i pa l .  He  s ta r ted  l a te  a t  

the  Kat i punan  bu t  qu i ck l y  rose  to  r anks ,  l e ad i ng  w in  a f te r  w in  on  the  

revo l u t i ona ry  war  tha t  Span i sh  fo r ces  sh i f ted  to  Cav i t e ,  ea rn i ng  h im  

suppor t  f rom a  l o t  o f  f ac t i ons  i n  the  Kat i punan  to  the  po i n t  tha t  he  

ove rshadowed  Bon i f ac i o .  

An ton i o  Luna  (Henera l  A r t i ku l o  Uno )  i s  t he  b ro the r  o f  Juan  Luna  (Nat i ona l  

A r t i s t ) .  An ton i o ,  however ,  f ocused  on  s c i ence  and  l i t e ra tu re ,  t ha t  he  

became  an  ac t i ve  member  o f  La  So l i da r i dad ,   and  a  c l o se  f r i end  to  R i za l .  A t  

one  po i n t ,  t hey  came  c l o se  to  due l i ng  fo r  a  woman  named  Ne l l i e  Bous tead .  

He  was  a  s tudent  o f  mar t i a l  a r t s  and  m i l i t a r y  t ac t i c s ,  hav i ng  p rac t i ced  

a rn i s ,  f enc i ng ,  and  shoot i ng .  He  founded  the  f i r s t  m i l i t a r y  academy  i n  the  

Ph i l i p i nes  and  es tab l i shed  a   un i f i ed  command  under  the  Ph i l i pp i ne  m i l i t a r y  

fo r ces .  The  un i fo rms  were  des i gned  by  h i s  b ro the r .  He  d i ed  a t  the  hands  

o f  the  Cav i t e  Kat i punan  f ac t i on ,  no  one  was  conv i c ted .

THE  THREE  GENERA L S



Gregor i a  de  Jesus ,  aka  Oryang  

Gregor i a  i s  t he  second  w i fe  o f  Andres  Bon i f ac i o  ( the  f i r s t  be i ng  

Mon i ca  o f  Pa l omar ) .  She  was  19  and  Andres  was  29  when  they  ge t  

mar r i ed .  F i r s t  i n  a  c i v i l  wedd ing ,  and  fo l l owed  by  a  wedd ing   i n  

f ron t  o f  the  Kat i punan .  She  was  a  member  o f  Ka t i punan  under  the  

name  o f  Lakamb in i  (muse ) ,  wh i l e  Bon i f ac i o  was  named  under  

Maypagasa

I N A  AT  AMA  NG  KAT I PUNAN



I n  1896 ,  ho l y  week ,  t he i r  n i pa  hu t  bu rned  down ,  sho r t l y  a f te rward ,  

t he i r  f i r s t  ch i l d ,  Andres  Jesus ,  d i ed  o f  ch i cken  pox .  Augus t  19 ,  t he  

KKK  was  exposed  by  a  p r i e s t  F r .  Mar i ano  G i l  r e l ay i ng  a  confess i ona l  

o f  Teodoro  Pa t i no .  I n  Augus t  23 ,  t he  C ry  o f  Ba l i n tawak  occu red  

ushe r i ng  the  s ta r t  o f  the  revo l u t i on .  

I n  1897 ,  a  yea r  l a te r  was  the  Te j e ros  Convent i on  ( i n  Cav i t e ) ,  a  new  

repub l i c  was  be i ng  o rgan i zed .  Two  p rov i nc i a l  chapte rs  were  f i gh t i ng ,  

t hose  i n  f avo r  o f  Agu ina l do  (Magda lo )  and  those  i n  suppor t  o f  

Bon i f ac i o  (Magd iwang ) .  

Agu i na l do  won  the  p res i dency  and  Bon i f ac i o  go t  the  l a s t  pos i t i on ,  

D i r ec to r  o f  I n te r i o r .  Bon i f ac i o ,  a s  the  one  p res i d i ng ,  i n i t i a l l y  s a i d  

tha t  the  e l ec t i on  shou ld  be  respec ted  and  had  no t  a i r ed  any  

g r i evance  a t  the  resu l t s ,  un t i l  a  Dan i e l  T i r ano  (Magd iwang ) ,  p ro tes ted  

tha t  Bon i f ac i o  was  no t  qua l i f i ed  fo r  the  pos i t i on  and  sugges ted  a  

l awyer  i n s tead  ( Jose  de l  Rosa r i o ) .  Angered  tha t  he  was  no t  j u s t  

i n su l t ed ,  bu t  the  p roceed ing  was  ques t i oned ,  Bon i f ac i o  demanded  an  

apo l ogy  f rom T i r ano .  He  cha l l enged  T i r ano  to  a  due l  and  a lmost  shot  

h im ,   bu t  the  man  re fused .  W i th  tha t ,  Bon i f ac i o  dec l a red  the  who l e  

p roceed ing  as  vo i d .

I N A  AT  AMA  NG  KAT I PUNAN



Andres  was  a r res ted  by  o rde r  o f  Agu ina l do  (now  du l y  e l e c ted  f rom the  

Ma lo l o s  Convent i on )  fo r  t reason  and  sed i t i on .  H i s  b ro the r ,  C i r i a co ,  

d i ed  o f  a  gunshot  du r i ng  the  o rdea l .  G regor i a  was  r aped .  Andres  and  

P rocop io  were  sentenced  to  dea th  by  a  cou r t  where  no  l awyer  

vo l un tee red  to  r ep resent  h im .  They  were  l a te r  executed  a t  Mt .  

Nagpantong .  A f te rwards ,  G regor i a  and  Esper i d i ona  went  i n to  h i d i ng .  

And  T road io  was  l a s t  hea rd  to  be  i n  F rance .  

( I l l u s t ra to r ' s  no te :  I  don ' t  l i k e  Agu ina l do )  

However ,  Em i l i o  Agu ina l do  r an  once  aga i n  fo r  the  p res i dency  fo r  the  

Ph i l i pp i ne  Commonwea l th  and  l o s t  to  Manue l  Quezon .  Desp i t e  th i s ,  he  

became  sympathet i c  to  the  war  ve te rans  and  fought  fo r  r e fo rms  and  

the i r  r i gh t s  even  a t  the  l a te r  pa r t  o f  h i s  yea r s .  He  wrote  a  l e t te r  

con fess i ng  tha t  he  was  beh i nd  the  dea th  o f  Bon i f ac i o  bu t  even  a t  h i s  

dea th ,  he  sa i d  tha t  he  has  no th i ng  to  do  w i th  the  dea th  o f  Luna .  

MABUHAY  ANG  P I L I P I NAS
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